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-ASIAR AIRLINES AND ITS~PRINCIPAL'OFFICERS

A compreher;s4 tve report on Clarencé Hartkggg;bell, Managing Director
ines (See TG Weekly Nos. 24 and 30), has been
issued by the Intelligence Division, Office of Chief of Naval Operations.
The report, which is here condensed and psraphrased, shows painstaking
and persistent study of Asien Airlines' obscure background end is an
excellent example of the type of investigation and reporting required by
‘Intelligence Agencles; :

Campbell, Australian<borm British subject, is strongly asus-
pected of being an important crypto-Communist, -although there
is no actual record aveilavle to confirm his membership in the
Communist Party of Australia. He and his Comnunist associates
operate under the considerable latitude zccorded Communists by
the present Australian\Labor Governmént.

., That Cempbell had secret connections with the Party epe
pears to have been first suspected in 1925, when there were
indications ithat he finencially assisted visits of fustralian
Comnunist delegates to Pussie and aided in the fonmatlon of
Communist auxiliery organizations in Australia. Campbell was
then evidently a member of the Australien Labor Party from
which he was reporfed to have been expelled in 1332, Hs was
subsequently recorded as actively part1c1oat1ng in certain
Communist auxilisry associeticns at Sycn+y, such as "The
League egainst Imperialism"”, "United Front", ete.

Campbell is ohe of the legal owncrs of Marz House, 695-7

- George Street, Sydney. This property was orzglnally owned angd

occupied by The Green Coupon Conpany, the proprietor of which
was Cedric Cuthbert Powell Godhard, another prominent suspectsd
crypto-Communist. In 1943- 44, the property was purchased from
Godhard for the sum of & 30,000 by Clarence Hart Campbell and
Relph Joseph Gottliebsern {the latfer beirg also a suspected
Con.unlst), toth ectively associated with local Parents and
Citizens' Associations. At ttat time it was reported tha% the
property had been purchesed for the Australian Communist Fariy,
aend 1mged1atel“ follow1ng the sale the property was renoveted,
renamegds Marx House" and established as the official head-
quarters o he Australian Communist Farty. The sclicitor
nefiotiating the sele was Mr, d. Bgigfeeney, a reported Communist
and - legal advocate for Communists ims the law courts. The fact
that Marx louse remains privately-owned safeguards the Party's
interests in the event of it ever being sisbanded by Governmment
action. Campbell and his esscciaste owner of the building aprear
to enjoy the implicit trust of the Party.
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in 1945, Campbell took an activ>\bart in the formetion

of the Commu unist-inspired Auntrallanulnuones1an Association at
Sydney and was appointed zne of its first vice~presidents.
Yhis associstion was prinarily formed to suppert the Indones 2ign
Hepublican -Freedom kovement in the Netherlands Bast Indies. T+g
tormaticn was yonveﬂp$ated by certain Sydney Comnuniste even
before the irdonesian Kevolution comnenced. Early in 1546.

Campbell wes prominent in the formation of the Austrelis~India
Association, of which he became &n executive member. Much of -
the hsefc;gxinl s business was transacted from Campbell’s ori-
vate address &t Alexandria. In 1946 he was also 1nsrrumohta1
in forming she Indian Seements Unicn at Sydney. snd haé execus
tive influernce in iﬁﬁ» I“ late 1945 Campuell took au sctive ana
rrominent par 1nb and. crganizing striking Indonesian
Seamern from Du c1lOW1ng the cutbresk of the Indo-
resian Revciution in Java. He also wes active in extending
this seamen's strike to other indien crews imported to Avstrelis
by the Jutch to man their immebilized ghips irn’ Australian poris

r\.

In ig47, Canohe;x was in Singspore and Indoresia on a
nuaber of occasicns for the purpose of visiting the ladonsesiagn
Republicer Headqusrters «ith which he was evidently jersona

| )

grata.  ‘Ouring that vear he wes arrcin 2d unofficial provisicnsl

Indonesian Trede Commis sicuer in Australis by the Inioresien
Reuublican Sovermment, Hut wes not of "ficially recornized asg such
cy either the Australian or uutcH Governments ani wes subseo
yuently replaced by en

in&l Tounders of

’\
P
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Campbell was intro ] ¥
. l;:td.u thraurh Comn
- ] ol

the Asjen Airlinss & t chennels, tne
avenue being frem Fupert Lockwooed Liesociete editor f "Trinune

ard meuber of the Centre: Committee of the Pa rty), te Jack Wel:is
i Comaun:st, cccupying an office ir Marx House as f“e ex. s-vu1<e~
men's ren“b111tat1cn offrcer 5% the Communist Sarty}.  Jus

YWells then introduced Campbell after sounding ouut the 'OJu\.
Setween ! : [ecember 1948, and 7 Jjan mary 1847, &mpbaaL "13"
Port Moresby, osi vensibly on private commerciel business., i
route, he stayed at the haadquerters of the Indonesinn Inde~
pondence Mevement in BrisLane.

Invsstig ticn of Asian dﬁr”inns;'e;,ly hibtcr“ X
il teputable individuel named &
reghabilitate himself znd enlarg .S EX3,
abency tusiness interests. Purgoyne was intrcduced to a aen
named Kennedy who msde business overiures to Burgoyns. Tue
letter wis impressed ¢ possibilityes of arcating sn Air -
Trading Ccmpany at Sin ngassre.  ¥ennedy took the initiative ana
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adverti§ed locally for nirmen cxperiencgd with Catalinas,
From the epplicants he selocted PBriclwoed, Trevitt and
Di:ogins, young eX-sirmen seeking %o re-establish themselves.
ey were to. become me-bers of the company when Iorned, #nd

3

hsd Lo subscribe & 300 each for which they would receive thres

hundred & 1 shares ir +.he compeny when formed. Kennedy., with
eentrol of the funds, continmued his imposition un all Chese
partics until the funcs viere cecoming exhsusted. He haa
falsely claiaed that »n oaved s Catalina at Rathmines, which
wad resliy the proparry of Coumonweelth Disposals. What with
te sowpirtners and the # 6.4,F., and failicg
. sanisked and attempted to raise another
Te vy vhe rnlane ard c¢over his tracks., Burgoyne Lad
heseme iy u3atisd : i Reanedy and the frawd was
tihus reveaied. ] Burpoyve met by chance in
Syduney s upert Lockwoad whom he had proviecusly knows
wiien Lhe w3 asgrcisted wlth Sun Hewspaper Fact Vepgazine.
in the' courss o sversation, Bursoyne disclosed to Locke
vwc:od his tradiag von*u*e end hig .1nanc1al difficulties.
this, Burgoync was apjroached by dack Wells {from
ﬁsvx housv. who wag uqkﬁnwn te him, bul whe was acgusintcd with
~‘ - Lai

airling. Wells mentioned Ceampte

ty
v+

eventually introduced Campbell
zdvance = 1,000, Irsisting on

Company. The money wasg duly
ced. Cenphell end the cther

f Xeme:ly‘s decepticn and dig-

y ~ced hinm e resipn

‘ wLth sewersl
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rzeyne sventually rocace iissabistied with Cenpteil’s
centrol ol fhe company. And resizned. Campbell mnow had full
Du

es
cntrol of the comnpeany- Bef{cre rEcyne resignal Ceapbell
sppeared o heve the scle idea of opersting the p
Indonesia. He had planz of thui territory and marticne
South East comst of Sumatre ss s likely spot for a suiteble
bese. thila at Compbell’s home on one occasion. Burgoyne ob-
served him switeh on his redio te the zhert wave tand, eni tuas
inte the Irndonssisn snaiier DIVEARJWARTA. He stated that
usuelly mcasarey of welcome came aver 15 steticn for
Australisn 1 1 Carpbell took ncles sud &
Birroyne in he'was atle tc et nessa
&nid Indones han to o contact in

5 11s remar:
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i .
sustrelis concsrniug his previous clandestiue acsivities sod $oicd to

I

4

iust sfiorss . sirlines bo operate into Scutheast'
A5x4 inclaas s iro, eﬂLo 4rvéy,fliﬁht“,td“dapanﬁ -This feilcd
to meteorislize '8"“uae the Jevart ont of ‘Civil Aviation in
fustrelis Jid not nrovide the uscessary licernse, although it
apsearcd antil the last .oaent bhet it would Jdo so. The Depart.-
meut-of Civil Aviation was walso prepered to grant Asien Airlines
s licesse tc gperete to hulayae-untii lae oelayan authoritios
sircuzelves rofused bo sunction such e service Itrens&ly encuch,
acveral relisble inforaants bave assoried’ .uut vho Eri ‘sh
aithoritics in Yeleye wore not swiare of the acbivitics of
Clarence ot Campbell und &sian ~irlices unsil Augcrblian neneye
men ok the scen ueaan asking questions.

L]

nactive, depcris -iisclicue
r o

1
thut < sed for uir crews experiencea
linas and with oversess experience. :t is undersioocd
] iy insenbion of the eoneny ko transfor its
sud staff to noftlicrn areass, bHut it is
r

geév1nu ion is indoresia, Maleys o

stated sowme tiﬁe gre t hie in.geooded to
as the ? bho { ;D
wh el o to Cox t A
Larx ilguse, .-
\ ~—
voed el ¥ ALssralilsn L e
powver and cic wl cr Communiibs,
tirlines n "eharver” §'1i-hts of
Tro: Au 1 (that Governmment poruit:
{with or without Uhﬂt deverniertls pur
: the inpsnore) snd lndonesina.
poar Shat *siaﬂ-nnr'1uc" has & noteat frioud at court,
is tHe person of the Minister for Tracsport, Nr. ' : -
any oiher country, end unier almost oo, other ,ovrrnJv nY,
Uirectors of Asian aAirlines would “:¢ in jail {or inad
unnd coliaclive sinse n Australia, howerver, they are coeceive
{in politics! lsbor cireles) with ooliue reaonstrations ‘or
oA, in open conversations more zuited to clandestine -ecte
Campbail recentiy ﬁttemuudd to reassure wubeh (onsular ofi in

. PR

for the {uiure non-scheduled cperations of asisn firlines

into the Lest Tndies. Cawmbell deniéd chat he is & vommumist wud maine
t&inco tnat “e is in business for rofit. lie asserted tha® dsien Air-
iines now has. o flest of 10 Catalines. =tich are bweing reconditioned,
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tv develep non-scheduled servicss tetween "varicus
€u~ura11ar meinland.  He raguesied permission to meke
iz Duteh werrilory in the surse of a projected
~urvey iy hﬁ' to explore the possibulisy of operating bvetweon Sian,
Indo r‘h1r,na, B e and Maleva, Realizing tha® his forger associatica

) Republicans had prejudiced his _case, Campbhell
LlanuLy wilv F hed as evidence of his trustworthiness the fact that nis

i oare covered by un insurance selicy that would become

,,n

veid 38 u¢ﬂ;any b1l aperations ur coutravened civil
r "8, to submit his eireralt to

1

Nevheriands "*'rnrpnu cf he
npelations.

giecifisd pornt It is unlikely that
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