
 

 

Cryptome, 251 West 89th Street, New York, NY 10024 212-873-8700  
  
  
26 December 2013  
  
National Medal of Technology and Innovation  
Attention: John Palafoutas, Program Manager  
United States Patent and Trademark Office  
P.O. Box 1450  
Alexandria, Virginia  22313-1450  
  
Re:  Nomination of Edward Joseph Snowden  
  
Dear NMTI Committee Members:  
  
 
Nominator Cryptome.org, a public education website, has published documents released by 
Edward Joseph Snowden from start in June 2013 to the present.  Cryptome’s purpose is that of a 
library on information security, communications security, national security, espionage and 
disclosure of banned and classified information.  
 
Mr. Snowden’s release of secret documents on global spying and its technology has provided 
unprecedented information about programs only superficially known heretofore. Cryptome has 
published documents for 18 years on the superficial precedents, and is thus familiar with both the 
limited available documentation and the public’s desire to read and know much more. 
 
The time period of familiarity with Mr. Snowden is from June 2013 to the present.  
 
Cryptome publishes a running tally of the Snowden material releases by date, media source, 
number of pages and comparison to alleged number of documents not yet released. 
 
http://cryptome.org/2013/11/snowden-tally.htm 
 
Reportedly Mr. Snowden has released the largest number of highly classified documents on spying 
technology ever released.  
 
This has prompted public debate on highly classified spying programs which have out-paced 
legislation, law and legal oversight and control. These debates will re-establish public confidence 
in such programs by bringing spying technology into the full control of law, by demonstrating 
democratic measures are effective, by assuring US information and security products and services 
can be trusted at home and worldwide, by serving as an example to other nations to do the same by 
open public debate, critique, balance of interests to offset the covert growth of excessive 
secretkeeping in government, industry, institutions and individuals.  
 
Provided the debates are as fruitful as intended, they will renew the promises of science and 
technology devoted to public, not secret, interests. And thereby strengthening the United States 
reputation for technological leadership and sharing openly against diminution of reputation, 
technological trust, and sapping by excessive secrecy. 



 

 

 
Mr. Snowden currently has sanctuary in Russia, and is seeking permanent asylum. It is likely such 
asylum can be provided only by the United Nations under auspices of worldwide need for control 
of advanced spying technology heading toward the war-scale dangers of nuclear, biological, 
chemical and radiological technology. 
 
 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
John Young 
Administrator 
Cryptome.org 
251 West 89th Street 
New York, NY 10024 
212-873-8700 
cryptome@earthlink.net 
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NNAATTIIOONNAALL  MMEEDDAALL  OOFF  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  AANNDD  IINNNNOOVVAATTIIOONN   

22001144  NNoommiinnaattiioonn  FFoorrmm 
(Nominations must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. ET April 1, 2014 to NMTI@uspto.gov) 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: To enter information onto the form, click inside the blank box and begin typing.  

I. General Information 
 
X  NOMINATION FOR INDIVIDUAL     

Is this individual a U.S. citizen?  (U.S. Citizenship is a requirement.)   Yes X No  
NAME                                                                              TITLE  
     Edward Joseph Snowden       
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE    ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX    E-MAIL 
                  
 
 

  NOMINATION FOR TEAM (Up to four Individuals)    
Are members of this team U.S. citizens?  (U.S. Citizenship is a requirement.)  Yes  No  

NAME  #1                                                                             TITLE  
            
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE    ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX     E-MAIL 
                  
 
NAME #2                                                                              TITLE  
            
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX     E-MAIL 
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NAME #3                                                                              TITLE  
            
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY     STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX     E-MAIL 
                  
 
NAME #4                                                                              TITLE  
            
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY     STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX     E-MAIL 
                  
 
 

  NOMINATION FOR COMPANY/NON-PROFIT (OR DIVISION THEREOF)  
Is company/non-profit over 50% owned by U.S. citizens?      Yes  No   

NAME (Representative)                                                       TITLE  
            
Pronunciation  
COMPANY / NON-PROFIT 
      
Pronunciation  
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE    ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX    E-MAIL 
                  
 
 
PAST MEDAL RECIPIENT(S) WITHIN THE COMPANY/NON-PROFIT  
NAME(S)                                     AWARD YEAR   CONTRIBUTION/ACHIEVEMENT                      
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II. Summary of Nominee’s Contribution/Achievement  
Refer to Areas of Excellence and Nomination Guidelines in the Nomination Instructions section of this Guide as 
needed. 
 
PROPOSED CITATION FOR CONTRIBUTION/ACHIEVEMENT (Limit 1-2 sentences) 
See examples of past Medal citations at www.uspto.gov/nmti. 
     Providing unprecedented information on the secret technology and programs of global spying. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTION/ACHIEVEMENT (Limit 1 page/500 words) 
 
     Edward Snowden provided unprecedented information on the secret technology and programs of global 
spying to media outlets for global distribution to foster debate on control of this technology and to assure privacy 
of persons against this advanced technology which has out-paced legal oversight and control. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTION OF CONTRIBUTION/ACHIEVEMENT (Limit 5 pages/2,500 words) 
     Edward Snowden utilized his breadth and depth of knowledge and experience with secret global spying 
technology to assemble documentation describing the programs which employed this technology to spy on most 
of the nations of the world as well as on their own populations of 5-Eyes nations, their 9 Partner nations and 
selected other nations to jointly and surreptitiously gather governmental, commercial, institutional and personal 
data without authorization and against the laws of nations.  
 
The courageous action of Edward Snowden has led to worldwide concern about these secret operations of which 
there has been only superficial knowledge heretofore. As a result, debates are underway worldwide as Mr. 
Snowden intended, to consider the rights of individuals, the laws of governments, the violations of trusts among 
nations and between nations and their citizenry.  
 
These debates will consider ways to address and balance public trust, national security, global security, 
communications technology, information security, protection of privacy, confidentiality, freedom of speech 
without intrusive spying, limitations on secret and open data harvesting and exploitation, and protection of 
whistleblowers who exposing malfeasance in government, industry, institutions and individuals.  
 
Mr. Snowden has revealed the failure of law worldwide to keep abreast of data gathering, intrusive and spying 
technology by which the operations he has revealed have flowered beneath official oversight by presidents, 
legislatures and courts and most importantly, without knowledge of and scrutiny by the public. 
 
Mr. Snowden emphasizes that public debate on these matters was his principal intention and that the extensive 
debates underway confirm their overdue necessity. 
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III. Nominee Biographical Information 
 
Is nominee being nominated for the same achievement to the National Medal of Science?  Yes  No X 

 

Has the nominee been a recipient of the National Medal of Science or the National Medal of          
Technology and Innovation?         Yes  No X 

If yes, clearly differentiate the work that distinguishes this nomination from the work that was the basis for the 
earlier award. 
      
 
 
SUMMARY OF AWARDS AND HONORS THE NOMINEE HAS RECEIVED (Limit 1 page/500 words each) 
      
 
PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
      
 
COPYRIGHTS AND TRADEMARKS 
      
 
FOR INDIVIDUALS OR TEAMS:  EMPLOYMENT HISTORY  (No more than 10 years required) 
      
 
FOR TEAMS:  EXPLAIN THE RELATIONSHIP AMONG TEAM MEMBERS 
      
 
FOR COMPANIES/NON-PROFITS:  PLEASE PROVIDE INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY 
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IV.   Nominator Information 
 
For individual or team, check this box  X and proceed to Section V. 
 
For nomination of a company/non-profit, complete the information below before proceeding to Section V.  
 
NOMINATOR’S RELATIONSHIP TO NOMINEE AND CONTRIBUTION  
      
NOMINATOR’S NAME                                                       TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY      STATE    ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE  FAX     E-MAIL 
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V. Recommendations  
 

?? The nomination must include at least six letters of recommendation or support from individuals who have first-hand 
knowledge of  the cited achievement(s). It is preferred that the letters of recommendation be included with the 
electronic nomination file in a Microsoft Word (.doc) or as a PDF file. Please label each letter with last name of 
nominee, underscore, first name, underscore, the word “rec” and last name of person writing support letter.doc.   

For example: Doe_John_recSmith.doc.  

?? Contact information for those sending letters of recommendation should be included in the nomination form under 
Section V. A confirmation acknowleging receipt will be sent to those sending recommendation letters. 

?? Alternatively, letters of recommendation may be sent by e-mail to NMTI@uspto.gov, fax to (571) 270-9100, or 
regular mail or overnight delivery  to the National Medal of Technology and Innovation, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, OCCO, 600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  Applicants who do not have Internet access 
should contact John Palafoutas, Program Manager, at (571) 272-9821. Letters of recommendation must arrive by 
5:00 p.m. ET, April 1, 2014. 

 
Please complete contact information for letters of recommendation or support. A confirmation will be sent to 
those sending recommendation letters. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #1  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #2  
NAME                                                   TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
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RECOMMENDATION #3  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #4  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #5  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Page 8 of 9 

Administered by                                               OMB Approval No. 0651-0060 
The United States Patent and Trademark Office       

                           Expiration Date 4/30/2015 

RECOMMENDATION #6  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #7  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #8  
NAME                                                    TITLE  
            
COMPANY/NON-PROFIT 
      
ADDRESS 
      
CITY           STATE     ZIP CODE 
                  
PHONE    E-MAIL 
            
AFFILIATION WITH NOMINEE 
      
 
For additional letters of recommendation, please provide the above requested information on a Word 
document and submit it with this application. 
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Compliance with Program Terms 
 
I, THE NOMINATOR(S), 
     Cryptome.org 
 
OF THE FOLLOWING NOMINEE 
     Edward Joseph Snowden 
 
 
for a National Medal of Technology and Innovation award, by my submission of this nomination do hereby 
consent to public disclosure of the information contained in this package for the purpose of use or distribution by 
the Department of Commerce to develop descriptive material, such as magazine articles, Web sites or other 
means, to increase public awareness of National Medal of Technology and Innovation Laureates and their 
accomplishments. I do NOT consent to public disclosure of any information deemed personal, as noted below: 
 
      
 
The Department of Commerce requests that recipients of the National Medal of Technology and Innovation work 
with its agencies and the National Science and Technology Medals Foundation to share additional information 
about “lessons learned” regarding U.S. commercial process and competitiveness. 
 
The public reporting burden for the collection of this information is estimated to average 40 hours per response, 
including the time for reviewing instructions, collecting information, and completing the form. All responses to 
this request for information are voluntary for purposes of the Paperwork Reduction Act. Please mark clearly any 
portion of the information submitted that you consider to be proprietary and it will be afforded confidentiality to 
the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person 
is required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act unless that collection of information 
displays a current valid OMB control number. Comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of 
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, can be sent to the National Medal of 
Technology and Innovation, c/o United States Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 (NMTI@uspto.gov).  
  
 
 


