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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DONALD J. TRUMP FOR PRESIDENT, INC.,
725 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10022,

Civil Action No.
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES

Plaintiff,
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
V.

WP COMPANY LLC

d/b/a The Washington Post
Serve :

CT Corporation System

1015 15th St., NW, Suite 100
Washington, D.C. 20005,

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Defendant.

Plaintiff Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. (the “Campaign™), by and through its
undersigned attorneys, alleges as follows:

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF CLAIM

1. Defendant WP Company LLC d/b/a The Washington Post (“The Post”) published
false and defamatory statements of and concerning the Campaign in two articles published in
June 2019 (the “Defamatory Articles”).

2. On or about June 13, 2019, The Post published the article entitled “Trump just
invited another Russian attack. Mitch McConnell is making one more likely” (the “June 13
Article”), by Greg Sargent, which contained the defamatory claim that Special Counsel Robert
Mueller concluded that the Campaign “tried to conspire with” a “sweeping and systematic”

attack by Russia against the 2016 United States presidential election.
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3. The statement in the June 13 Article is false and defamatory. In fact, Special
Counsel Mueller’s Report on the Investigation into Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential
Election released on or about April 18, 2019 (the “Mueller Report”), nearly two months before
the June 13 Article, came to the opposite conclusion of the June 13 Article, namely, the Mueller
Report concluded there was no conspiracy between the Campaign and the Russian government,
and no United States person intentionally coordinated with Russia’s efforts to interfere with the
2016 election.

4. On or about June 20, 2019, The Post published the article entitled “Trump: I can
win reelection with just my base” (the “June 20 Article”), by Paul Waldman, which contains the
defamatory statement “who knows what sort of aid Russia and North Korea will give to the
Trump campaign, now that he has invited them to offer their assistance?”

5. The statement in the June 20 Article is false and defamatory. There has never
been any statement by anyone associated with the Campaign or the administration “inviting”
Russia or North Korea to assist the Campaign in 2019 or beyond. There also has never been any
reporting that the Campaign has ever had any contact with North Korea relating to any United
States election.

6. The Post was well aware at the time of publishing the foregoing statements that
they were not true. Obviously, the Mueller Report is a public record that has been extensively
reported in The Post. Further, there is an extensive record of statements from the Campaign and
the White House expressly disavowing any intention to seek Russian assistance. Finally, despite
extensive reporting on the Campaign’s activities, there is not a shred of evidence that there have
been any contacts between the Campaign and North Korea, let alone any invitation transmitted to

North Korea to interfere in the election.
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7. The Campaign files this lawsuit to: publicly establish the truth, properly inform
The Post’s readers (and the rest of the world) of the true facts, and seek appropriate remedies for
the harm caused by The Post’s false reporting.

8. The articles at issue herein also are part of the The Post’s systematic pattern of
bias against the Campaign, designed to maliciously interfere with and damage its reputation and
ultimately cause the organization to fail.

THE PARTIES

0. Plaintiff Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. is a Virginia corporation with its
principal place of business in New York, New York. The Campaign operated the presidential
election campaign of Donald J. Trump commencing in 2015, and has operated his reelection
campaign since the President’s election.

10. On information and belief, defendant WP Company LLC d/b/a The Washington
Post is a District of Columbia limited liability company with its principal place of business in
Washington, D.C. On information and belief, defendant WP Company LLC d/b/a The
Washington Post owns and operates The Washington Post newspaper and the

www.WashingtonPost.com website.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

11. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. §
1332(a)(1), because the Campaign resides in the State of New York, and The Post resides in the
District of Columbia. The amount in controversy is in the millions of dollars, which exceeds the

statutory minimum of $75,000.
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12. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1) & (b)(2), in that
The Post is located in this District and published the defamatory statements alleged herein within
this District.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

13. On or about June 13, 2019, The Post published the June 13 Article, which
contained the defamatory statement that Special Counsel Robert Mueller concluded that the
Campaign “tried to conspire with” a “sweeping and systematic” attack by Russia against the
2016 United States presidential election.

14. The June 13 Article is false and defamatory. The Mueller Report is a public
record, and repeatedly finds that there was no conspiracy between the Campaign and the
Russian government. For instance, the Executive Summary of the Mueller Report concludes that
“the evidence was not sufficient to charge that any member of the Trump Campaign conspired
with representatives of the Russian government to interfere in the 2016 election”. The Executive
Summary also concludes that “Some [Russian Internet Research Agency] employees, posing as
U.S. persons and without revealing their Russian association, communicated electronically with
individuals associated with the Trump Campaign and with other political activists to seek to
coordinate political activities, including the staging of political rallies. The investigation did not
identify evidence that any U.S. persons knowingly or intentionally coordinated with the IRA’s
interference operation.” The Mueller Report discusses contacts between individuals associated
with the Campaign and concludes: “Based on the available information, the investigation did not

establish such coordination.”
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15. On or about June 20, 2019, The Post published the June 20 Article. The June 20
Article contains the defamatory statement “who knows what sort of aid Russia and North Korea
will give to the Trump campaign, now that he has invited them to offer their assistance?”

16. The June 20 Article is false and defamatory. The Campaign has repeatedly and
openly disclaimed any intention to seek Russia’s help in the 2020 election. The examples of this
are too numerous to fully enumerate, but examples include: (a) then-Press Secretary Sarah
Sanders stated on August 2, 2018 that, “Since the beginning of his administration, President
Trump has implemented a whole-of-government approach to safeguard our nation’s elections.
The President has made it clear that his administration will not tolerate foreign interference in
our elections from any nation-state or other dangerous actor”; (b) on September 12, 2018, while
signing an executive order imposing sanctions on foreign countries who interfere in United
States elections, the White House issued a statement that “the United States will not tolerate any
form of foreign meddling in our elections”; and (c) on May 13, 2019, the White House stated it
would “certainly” agree not to use any information hacked or stolen by foreign adversaries in the
2020 election.

17. As for The Post’s statement that the Campaign is seeking North Korea’s help in
the 2020 election, this has been made up out of whole cloth. Not only has nobody affiliated with
the Campaign made such a statement, but there has been no reporting by any reputable news
outlet that the Campaign has sought or will seek North Korea’s assistance, or has had any contact
with North Korea regarding the 2020 election.

18. It is not surprising that The Post would publish such blatant false attacks against
the Campaign. There is extensive evidence that The Post is extremely biased against the

Campaign, and against Republicans in general. This evidence includes, among other things, the

{00106297;4} 5



Case 1:20-cv-00626-KBJ Document 1 Filed 03/03/20 Page 6 of 8

fact that The Post has endorsed the Democrat in every United States presidential election since it
started endorsing a presidential candidate in 1976, with the exception of 1988 when The Post did
not endorse any candidate.

19. There also is extensive evidence that The Post’s writers, Messrs. Sargent and
Waldman, are extremely biased against the Campaign. Mr. Sargent has been labeled a “liberal
writer”, has written a book which charges that the current presidency “raises the specter of
authoritarian rule”, and has published many anti-administration tweets. Mr. Waldman has
authored numerous anti-Trump articles and formerly worked for Media Matters for America, an
activist organization which is sharply critical of the administration.

20. The Post clearly had a malicious motive, but more importantly acted with reckless
disregard for the truth. The Mueller Report and its conclusions are a matter of widely
disseminated public record. Extensive public information, known to and available to 7The Post,
confirms that the Campaign has not sought Russian help in the 2020 election and has disavowed
such assistance, and that there have been no reported contacts between the Campaign and North
Korea relating to any United States election. The Post knowingly disregarded all of this
information when it decided to publish the Defamatory Articles.

21. The Post never informed the Campaign that it was going to publish the claims in
the Defamatory Article, did not afford the Campaign an opportunity to verify the accuracy of the
claims before publication, and did not reach out to the Campaign for comment.

22. The Defamatory Article defamed the Campaign in its trade or profession, because
it falsely accuses the Campaign of pursuing a strategy of disloyal, unethical, and potentially
unlawful conduct: seeking the assistance of a foreign adversary of the United States to

improperly influence an election result.
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23. The Defamatory Article has forced, and will force the Campaign, to expend funds
on corrective advertisements and to otherwise publicize the facts that it did not conspire with
Russia in 2016 and is not seeking Russia’s or North Korea’s help in the 2020 election. The
Campaign was damaged in the millions of dollars, the specific amount to be proven at trial.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Libel)

24. The Campaign realleges and incorporates by this reference Paragraphs 1 through
23 as though fully set forth herein.

25. The Post published the Defamatory Articles on or about June 13 and June 20,
2019.

26. The Defamatory Articles contain false statements of fact.

27. The false statements in the Defamatory Articles are of and concerning the
Campaign, in that they allege that the Campaign tried to conspire with Russia in 2016, and is
actively considering seeking Russia’s and North Korea’s assistance in the 2020 election
campaign.

28. The Campaign is concededly a public figure, and the false statements were made
with actual malice, as alleged herein.

29. The false statements defamed the Campaign in its trade or profession.

30. The false statements caused actual damage to the Campaign, the full amount of
which will be proven at trial, but is in the millions of dollars.

31. The Post acted with malice or reckless disregard for the Campaign’s rights,

thereby justifying an award of punitive damages.
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The Campaign hereby demands a trial by jury.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the Campaign prays for relief as follows:

1.

ii.

1il.

1v.

V.

Dated: March 3, 2020

{00106297;4}

Costs of suit; and

Compensatory damages in the millions of dollars, according to proof;
Presumed damages according to proof;

Punitive damages according to proof;

Such other and further relief as the Court may deem proper.

Respectfully submitted,
TOBIN O’CONNOR & EWING

By: /s/ David C. Tobin

David C. Tobin, Esq. D.C. Bar #395959
TOBIN O’CONNOR & EWING

5335 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20015

Telephone: (202) 362-5900
DCTobin@TobinOConnor.com

Charles J. Harder, Esq.

Pro Hac Vice Application forthcoming
HARDER LLP

132 South Rodeo Drive, Fourth Floor
Beverly Hills, California 90212
Telephone: (424) 203-1600
CHarder@HarderLLP.com
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CIVIL COVER SHEET
JS-44 (Rev. 6/17 DC)
I. (a) PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS

Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.
725 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10022

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES)

(b) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF New York

WP Company LLC

d/b/a The Washington Post
1301 K Street, N.W.
Washinaton. D.C. 20071

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT Wash., DC

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)
NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED

(¢) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER)

David C. Tobin, Esq.

Tobin, O'Connor & Ewing

5335 Wisconsin Ave., NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20015 (202) 362-5903

ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN})

Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of
Parties in item I1I)

Citizen or Subject of a 3 3
Foreign Country O o

I1. BASIS OF JURISDICTION II1. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX FOR
(PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX ONLY) PLAINTIFF AND ONE BOX FOR DEFENDANT) FOR DIVERSITY CASES ONLY!
PTF DFT PTF
1 U.S. Government o 3 Federal Question
Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) | Citizen of this State O O 1 Incorporated or Principal Place O.
of Business in This State
O 2US Govemment (@ 4 Diversity Citizen of Another State. Q2 O 2 Incorporated and Principal Place ®s

of Business in Another State

Foreign Nation O 6

DFT

(O¥!
Os
Qs

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT
(Place an X in one category, A-N, that best represents your Cause of Action and one in a corresponding Nature of Suit)

O A. Antitrust |® B. Personal Injury/
Malpractice

[J410 Antitrust D 310 Airplane

1315 Airplane Product Liability

[] 320 Assault, Libel & Slander

[1330 Federal Employers Liability

[1 340 Marine

[1345 Marine Produet Liability

1 350 Motor Vehicle

D 355 Motor Vehicle Product Liability

360 Other Personal Injury

[1362 Medical Malpractice

Ij 365 Product Liability

[ 367 Health Care/Pharmaceutical
Personal Injury Product Liability

[]368 Asbestos Product Liability

O C. Administrative Agency
Review

[ 151 Medicare Act

[_] 861 HIA (1395f1)

[ 862 Black Lung (923)
[ 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))
[ 864 SSID Title XVI
[ 865 RSI (405(g))
Other Statutes
891 Agricultural Acts
[] 893 Environmental Matters
] 890 Other Statutory Actions (If
Administrative Agency is
Involved)

O b Temporary Restraining

Order/Preliminary
Injunction

Any nature of suit from any category
may be selected for this category of

case assignment,

*(If Antitrust, then A governs)*

[] 460 Deportation

O E. General Civil (Other) OR O F. ProSe General Civil
Real Property Bankruptey Federal Tax Suits D 462 Naturalization
[]210 Land Condemnation [] 422 Appeal 27 USC 158 1870 Taxes (US plaintiff or Application
[]220 Foreclosure [] 423 Withdrawal 28 USC 157 defendant) [] 465 Other Immigration
[]1230 Rent, Lease & Ejectment [1871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC Actions
1240 Torts to Land Prisoner Petitions 7609 [] 470 Racketeer Influenced
1245 Tort Product Liability I:ID 535 Death Penalty T & Corrupt Organization
540 Mandamus & Other rorieiture/tenaity s
[]1290 All Other Real Property 1 550 Civil Rights [_]625 Drug Related Seizure of -] :gg goxu;;er ](]?recrl;;,
i [ tellit
Personal Property [_] 555 Prison Conditions Rroperiy 2] L5081 1850 Sjcu:ili:s;C:):nmmlities.’
[1370 Other Fraud [ 560 Civil Detainee — Conditions (1690 Other Excliskigs
[1371 Truth in Lending of Confinement - L
[1380 Other Personal Property Quher Statutes N 8% Arhn:.rpflmn "
& proneity Rishts [[] 375 False Claims Act [] 899 Administrative Procedure
Lroperty kights Z

amage o [1376 Qui Tam (31 USC Act/Review or Appeal of

[1385 Property Damage [__] 820 Copyrights A Decisi
Product Liability 1830 Patent 3729(a) i
J [ 835 Patent — Abbreviated New [] 400 State Reapportionment [] 950 Constitutionality of State
Drug Application [] 430 Banks & Banking Statutes
[ 840 Tradesiark []450 Commerce/ICC [Z] 890 Other Statutory Actions
Rates/etc, (if not administrative agency

review or Privacy Act)
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O G. Habeas Corpus/
2255

[ 530 Habeas Corpus — General

[1 510 Motion/Vacate Sentence

[] 463 Habeas Corpus — Alien
Detainee

O H. Employment
Discrimination

[] 442 Civil Rights — Employment
(criteria: race, gender/sex,
national origin,
diserimination, disability, age,
religion, retaliation)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O 1. FOIA/Privacy Act

|:| 895 Freedom of Information Act
[1 890 Other Statutory Actions
(if Privacy Act)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O J. Student Loan

[] 152 Recovery of Defaulted
Student Loan
(excluding veterans)

O K. Labor/ERISA
(non-employment)

[]1710 Fair Labor Standards Act
[] 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations
[ 740 Labor Railway Act
[1751 Family and Medical

Leave Act
[] 790 Other Labor Litigation
[] 791 Empl. Ret. Inc. Security Act

O L. Other Civil Rights
(non-employment)

[]441 Voting (if not Voting Rights
Act)

[] 443 Housing/Accommodations

[] 440 Other Civil Rights

[] 445 Americans w/Disabilities —
Employment

[]446 Americans w/Disabilities —
Other

[] 448 Education

Q M. Contract

|___| 110 Insurance

[ 120 Marine

1 130 Miller Act

140 Negotiable Instrument

10 Recovery of Overpayment
& Enforcement of
Judgment

[:] 153 Recovery of Overpayment
of Veteran’s Benefits

[] 160 Stockholder’s Suits

[1190 Other Contracts

[1195 Contract Product Liability

:l 196 Franchise

QO N. Three-Judge
Court

|:| 441 Civil Rights — Voting
(if Voting Rights Act)

V. ORIGIN
® 1 Original O 2 Removed
Proceeding from State
Court

O 3 Remanded

O 4 Reinstated O 5 Transferred

O 6 Multi-district O 7 Appeal to

O 8 Multi-district

from Appellate
Court

or Reopened

from another
district (specify)

Litigation

District Judge Litigation —
from Mag, Direct File
Judge

Libel/Defamation

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (CITE THE U.S. CIVIL STATUTE UNDER WHICH YOU ARE FILING AND WRITE A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CAUSE.)

VII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS
ACTION UNDER F.R.C.P. 23

DEMAND s 1,000,000
JURY DEMAND:

Check YES only if demanded in complaint
YES NO

VIII. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY

(See instruction)

vEs [ ] No [ ]

If yes, please complete related case form

DATE: 03/03/2020

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

/YA

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET JS-44
Authority for Civil Cover Sheet

The JS-44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and services of pleadings or other papers as required
by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the
Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil complaint filed.
Listed below are tips for completing the civil cover sheet. These tips coincide with the Roman Numerals on the cover sheet.

L COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF/DEFENDANT (b) County of residence: Use 11001 to indicate plaintiff if resident
of Washington, DC, 88888 if plaintiff is resident of United States but not Washington, DC, and 99999 if plaintiff is outside the United States.

111 CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES: This section is completed only if diversity of citizenship was selected as the Basis of Jurisdiction

under Section [1.

V. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT: The assignment of a judge to your case will depend on the category you select that best
represents the primary cause of action found in your complaint. You may select only one category. You must also select one corresponding
nature of suit found under the category of the case.

VL CAUSE OF ACTION: Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a brief statement of the primary cause.

VIIL
the Clerk’s Office.

RELATED CASE(S), IF ANY: If you indicated that there is a related case, you must complete a related case form, which may be obtained from

Because of the need for accurate and complete information, you should ensure the accuracy of the information provided prior to signing the form.
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AOQ 440 (Rev. 06/12; DC 3/15) Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
District of Columbia

Donald J. Trump For President, Inc.
725 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10022

Plaintiff{s}
V.

WP Company LLC d/b/a The Washington Post
1301 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20071

Civil Action No.

T M N N Nw N N S MmNt Nt N

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant's name and address) - \wp comnany LLC dib/a The Washington Post
SERVE: CT Corporation System
1015 15th Street, N.W., Suite 100
Washington, D.C. 20005

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,

whose name and address are: David C. Tobin, Esq.

Tobin, O'Connor & Ewing
5335 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20015

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

ANGELA D. CAESAR, CLERK OF COURT

Date:

Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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A0 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (I})

This summons for (rame of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date)

3 T personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ,or

3 Ileft the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (rame)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

O I served the summons on (rame of individual) , who is

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of fame of organization)

on (date) :or
O I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or
O Other {specify):
My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of § 0.00

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:

Server's signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:



