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====—_basic thrust of these changesds to withdraw Im;chm_:;_
B .- -, ‘securlty committees (PSC'$) “the pbwer ¥6 recommend Ao Tri ~
_ "~ detention under certain circumstances. The changes may well
—<—“—-"-reflect GVN recognition of The ¥esirability of having guilt ——
i ««or -danocence determined by -the regular-courts,rather tham —-
- | by the PSCls, and of avolding sny 4 appearance of dou'ble Jeowﬁy.
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These reforms are another welcome step in the right directidn ]

e but fall short of effectively dealing with the underlying T
- problems (Saigon'’s cable crossed with our earlier An Tri cable -
== State's 220744). It 1is too early o know how the PSCls will

respond to the new procedures, but I would not be surprised

if they dbecame even more hesitant to vefer detainees to the
regular courts -- thus Trustrating the apparent intent behind
the new procedures. This demonstrates the need for a comprehensive
"rather than piecemeal approach to {efom. Tree I »
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. REFt (A) STATE 1962#9s 1B} SAIGON lsoast tc) SAIBON 172¢!| -
1D) SAIGON 4-213 - S g ' .
- ge GVN TN ME“O0 2686/BNV/ANCT/1/R/% (8 NOV 71) HAS WIiTHDRAWN
FROM PROVINCE SECURITY COMMITTEES (PSCS) THE POWER TO RECOMMEND
AN TRI NETENTION AGAINSTS .
: f A. COMMUNTTST OFFENDERS WHOSE COURT=IMPOSED SENTENCE HAS
e EXPIRED. o
- 8. VCI SUSPECTS WHO ARE REFERRED RY PSCS Ip THE COURTS
il BUT APE RFLEASED PRIOR TO TRIAL DUE TO LACK OF SUFFICIENT .
T . 7£V10‘NC"- i ity oy , B, W, ,
T ) : T e
il C. VC1 SUSPECTS WHD ARE REFERRED BY PSCS To couar ron TRXAL
AND APE ACOQUITTED.
2. THE €(RJECT MEMO DOES MOT AFFECT THE PSCS' POWER TO
RECAvMEND EXYTENSION OF aN TRI DFTFNTION PPOVIDED THAT eNEW
FACTPRS" ARF SPFCIFJED aS THE BASIS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION.
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