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s Terrl‘torial forces (RF/P?) ‘éontinue té be f,he single méét éffeéfive 'foi'c.e ‘ s
~in Sauth Vietnam's strugzle to neutralize the Viet Cong infrastructure.
g0 - During J’uJy, RF/PF units brought in half of the nearly 1,500 VCI who were :
. . killed, captured, or who rallied to the GWN,
- About 20% of the neutra.uzsuons were direct ralliers to the Chieu Hol pro- :
gram (unother 10‘{ rallied via the various action forcea) .
- Avout 5% were neutralized by regular forces.
- Cnly 25% of the VCI taken during July were neutralized by Phung Hoang forces :

(sone improvement over the first quarter when these forces neutralized 20% of the P
tota.l) v . _ y : 1
b
'l'tma, qlthtmgh neutralization of the VCI is the prine objectivc of the Phung :
. Hoasng program, most of ‘the job (about 75%) is stu.l being done by other then :
police forces. ‘ ‘ 4 ; i
'Re‘o_orts from field advisors tndicaté that the joint US-GVN program to dry
up South Vietnam's drug traffic my have added to Phung Hoang‘-s chronic problems:

’('v"i.‘ S T e Phoeni.x assets are bei.ng used to ferret out drug dealers. \
. K’f - Their attention hasg, in nam' provinces, been turned partiany awny from
NS ,anu-vc: efforts, Py
Hhile both prcblems are eszentiau,v police matters, tbeyapparently cannot !

L fbe hendled concurrently. The number of province gdvisors who mentioned this in
- their JuJJ raports undarecorea tlw lack ot deoth of the Phumz Hoam: orzanj.mr...nn

T thg noamg goalx were lmred tor 1971 {from .1800 per month bo 1200 per
nonth) in an effort to impm-o*-'e the quauty of neutralizations. oy

Whne the Vietnwae are meting tbe 1owered 50&1

e, U e Total aeutmuzations hava been in a downtrend thiu yea.r (from about 2000
" per, mth in the lst quarter to t.he current -13-1500 per month) v
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"imte has been no chang* in the q_uality of neutralizations. VCI serving
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e R at district level or higher regreaanted about 22% of thase neutralized duri.ng 1970~ ’
M= N tlzay hava been 20-27% of aw month's total this IR ML A P o
R My In mcrt, Phung Hoang hes chs.uged very uttle. Although everyone agrees ‘ k
T e ,that it s critical. no one sceas to be able to 1nprove it. 4




