TARANTO, 5T, ANDREW'S CAMP ™AW
27 Decerbar 194

FR@M: Colonel Nicholss KOURKOULAKOS
Former Bilitery Commandant o the clty of Patras, Creece, and
Commandant of the Security Battallens in Fatras,

170 : Allied Farce Headguarters in Italy.,
WHEREAS ,

After being informed by the commmdmt of St. Andrew's P,0.W. camp,
that be was obliged to treat ms prisomers of war, according te imstructions
he =d received from Caserta, we lave the honor to inform you of the follow-
ing, intending to restare truth end right:

1. Before the month of September 1943, I was in contact with Col
STEVENS, Commander aof the Allied Militsry Commisslon in Peloponesus.

. 2. On 27-28 Sertember 193, after a long discussion at a meet-
ing with Waj "ANTHONY", of the Allded Commission, it was decided that:

: 2., Clear political reasons irevented the re-arming and re-
equipping of netionalist arganizetion (from British planes) efter they had
been disermed by the ELAS.

b. The only possible assistance with arms and munitions
would go to the mationalist wnits of Ma] Christos KARACHALIOS, who /0 daye later
was killed by EIAS guerillas,

3. The Allied Wilitery Commission of Peloponesus (MACP) permitted
us, and gave we the necessary money, to buy arms and mmitions to equip m~
tionalist units,

4+ 4e we could not find end purchese ams, and the Ttelian troops
in Ureece, knowing the disestrous intentiors o the FAM, ELAS end KKE organiza-
tions swrendered almost to a mem with thelr armor to the ELAS guerillas, the
Greek prime minister, John RALLIS, wes forced to agk for arms from the Gemens
to equip the nationalist units and in this way combat the Bavege dager of
the communists.

5. It is abselutely known that the first EIAS partissns had
been equipped by the British to fight the Gemans, tut the ELAS, insiead,
aimed at the establichment o a dietatorship regime of the proletariat,
and instead of fighting against the Cermers, Italians snd Bulgsrians, they
began & mthless and destructive cammign ageainst the unforturete and
Innocent Creek peoples, who were helpless and suffering the cruel Wranny
of three enemy srmies of occaupation.

Thus (a) The EIAS collaborated completely with the Bulgariem

communlst arty end they (ELAS) promised to Bulgaria Greek Thrace and We-
cedonia as far south as lit. Olympus.
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{b) With the Italian ermistice of September 1943, ELAS
accepted into their ranks many thousands of ermd Itallan officers end
men who continued in thelr work as purderers of the Creek wople.

(e) In many Greek villages they reached an agreement
with the Germars wherees they would mutuelly cooperate in mot atiacking one
another, and in that way proceeded with complete liberty and confidence
to invlict more damage on the disarmed Greek peoples.

The BAM, EIAS, KKE pertisams began & campalgn to asssssinate end
liguidate the heroes of the 1940-~19/41 Ttalo-Greek war, gallant of ficers and
soldiers, who wrote thase golden yages of Greek history on the Albanian
front, because they opposed the commumistic aims o the EAM-EIAS-XKE,

After the month of September 1943, the EMM-FIAS pertisens in-
creased the number of essassinations of tle families of nationalists snd
families of officers who had escaped to Cairo ar to Itely to continwe the
fight against the Axi s,

Thus we were caught beiween the Ital o-Germans-Bulgarians, who
were shooting, killing =nd destrqying and the EAM-FLAS gangsters, whe :
have been erueler and nare terrible mncerning their various methods end
crimes in spreading destrwtion on their own peoples,

With the above pimation, we declded o accept the arms given
by the RALLIS government, and argenized the Security Battelions, with in-
tention end decision to combat the commmist denger, and in this way,
rescue our cowntry, wich was beirg threatened with destruction,

"Who Cen Pessibly Accuse Us?®
"fho Hed Formed the Security Batialions?¥

All the guverilla fighters of the netionnlist organizstions,
THEODOROPOULIOS - VRETAKOS - KOKOKRIS - KARACHALIOS - PAPAGIANIS - KAPET-
SONIS - DROSOPQULOS end mmny others; the se are some of the leaders'
nanies! And generally spesking all nationalist Greeks, vhose families
had been butchered, whose homes were looted end destroyed by the EAM,
EIAS yertisans,

"fhat Have the Sea:rity Battalions Done?"
"How Did They Act®™

The Security Battalloms formed f fight only agaimst the camun-
ist danger of the EAM, FIAS, KKE orgenizations, def-nded and mreserved free
many cities and seved the r populetions. Thus the British farces were able
to land on free Greek soil and avoid greater bloedshed.

"Who Can Deny the Following?"

The Allied lilitery Commisdon of Peloponesus wes thrice saved by
me, vhen it was warred in time to escape capture by the Germansj once in
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February 1944 in the villege of DEMESTICHA, and in April 1944 1n MECHIATEKA,
and z?w on in the same month et CHANI (Agent ARCYROPOULOS from mm,
ELIAS),

ejar "ANTHONY® of the MACP had been captured and bedly treated
by EIAS forces, but was saved by tle Nationslist Baptain Fotios PANIS,
serving in the Seourity Bettalion of Fairss and now & prisoner at this
camp.

Movemert of menbers md agents of the WACP wae facilitated and
eided by the Securiily Battalions vhen they were emndangered by EA¥ agents,
and all arders, requests and plans were followed and executed by us.

We were in constant lisison with the MACP.

Before my undertaking as mﬁi’t‘w commandant of the oty of
Patras, amd comandant af the Security Battalions of Iatras, I asked and
received the wholehearted approval of the HACP. I accepted on this basis.
4 Greek lisutensnt by the name of FLOODAS and working wnder the alias of -
PR ICLESY carried to us the arders o the WACP until the very end. These
were falthfully and wnquestlonably emecuted by ws.

If 3 were not far the Security Battalions of PATRAS and TEIFOLIS,
the egents of the HACGP could never have accomplished thelr missions, nor
would most of them be @live todgy.

The Seeurity Battalions, in gemral, accomplished:

1, They saved, as long as it was humenly possible, lsrge areas
o Creece from destruction by the EAN-ELAS-KKE. FPatras, Tripolis, Arges,
Corinth, Nawfplion, Kelames, lieligala, Kyparissis, Pyrgos, Amalios, Agrinion,
Messolonghi, Neufpalitos anl many other ci ties were kept free amd in Greek
hands, end not in the hands of Bulgarians es the ELAS did,

2. They, at verious times, helped the VAP and facilitated
the Alliee to accomplish their secret missions. In this service, many
of ficers and pen of the Security Batialions lave paid with thelr blood
end thelr lives.

The Germens executed the followlsg men belongirg to the Fatrss
Security Battalions, becsuse of eollabaretion with the Britid:

1. mzs,mnu selmelcfﬁmlﬁreﬁw
2. i ".. = X
3e mmtmw, John - Lieutenamt
L. FLOUDAS, Tehis - Lieutemnt

5. KOUDIS, Penos - Sgt Wejor

é. PHILOS, Constentine - Sgt
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The folloming officers were in prison and were awaiting exea: idon
vhen the ety Cernen withdrawal from Greece saved them from this fate.

1. KENTROS, Angelos - 1t Colonel
2., PLOUEIS, Demetrios - Lt Colonel
3, AMAGNOSTAKIS, - Majar

3. When the Germne began to withdraw from Creece, the Patras ad
Tripelis Security Battalions placed themselves at the disposal of the
PAPANIREOU government end the MACP, whose commanding of ficer was Colond
STEVENS., All these moeeedings were published in the dally newsparers o
Patras while the city was still ccoupied by German troops,

Since early September 194/ we declared orally amd in writing that
we were placing owrsedlves at the disposal of, and that we were of faring to
fight in cooperstion with, the invading British Mrces against the Germns.
We iInformed Lt Col JELLICEE of owr intertions with a written report. Capt
Gray {(aliss "HSRCULES") whom It Col PALANTAS end my=elf conferred with on
1 Octdber 1944, can confirm this,

With all this, Lt Col JELLWOE, Commnder of the advence British
landing forces, gave w an arder (a copy of which is attached to this re-
part), which we thoroughly obeyed withowt eny hesitation, That is to say
that:

Although the clty of Patras, when we received JELLIC(E!S arder
wee still under Cermen occuretion, anl we were in constant danger from the
Cermns had they understood our intentions to eacapa, we achieved a nolse-
less withdrawal from the Cermen pocket so that 1,560 officers and soldiers
escaped and joined the English forces, vhere we gave up our arms according
to the arder.

We ere, therefore, scconding to the general decision of the Greek
Government-in-Exile and the Allied Headquarters in the Middle East, here in
camp under the Immediate protectlon of the Rritish foreces.

Fe didn't fall, even vhile disarmed end in a canp awaiting ship-
ment, to warn orally md in writing of the determined impending attack by
the EAM, ELAS and KKE against the British liberating forces.

4% this moment, the civil war entinues in Greece, and British
sl Greek hlood is belrg spilled to crush the rebels end to estallish a
state o law end arder.

We have bean mtiert, We are not protesting, In this wgy we are
offering a great gervice to our Country and to the Allied Cause. But now,
vhen the self-named liberetars, the EAM-EIAS partisans have turned their gums
on the legal Greek Covermment and the British farces, the real liberators
of our ecouniry, how can it be possible for us to remain in this cemp, snd
wrst of all, be considered as yrisoners of war,
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We Mave every right to request and to pray that justioce be done,
That s all we request.

If there are any political ressens which mrevent, at the present
time, our retum to Greece,armed to defend cur cowmtry's liberty, right and
reelity force us to sey that we camnnot remain here in camp as prisoners, i
10 be placed in & Greek training unit and be trained wntil the nomert vhen it
shall be pessible to retum to ouwr Country to pegain owr legal position.

In exding, I request that you seek the truth from the of ficers of
the MACP, nemely; Col STEVENS, Major "ANTHONY", Captain "GRAY®, Lt "FERICIES",
Lt PAPATHEODOROU and It Col JELLICGE., From them you ¢an also be given the
real sioxwy of oaxr orgmiztion. '

After all this, we hope, and we are persmded that @vine and human
justice will preveil, because this concerns aw country's as well as Allied
interests. ’

I attach on my report a Greek newspasper clipping with a gquwtation
from lir, Winston Churchill's speech about the Seocurity Battalions' role.

If the solution of aur affair is beyond your power to act, please
submit my repart to lir., Winston Chwrchill, His Majesty's Prime Minister o
the Pritish Hmpire.
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